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 Warrior Wisdom-- Words of Advice from FMS Staff about Remote Learning -- more on page 2 
By: Ivy Pennyfeather     

 

Dr. Solomon-- Principal 
The biggest challenges that I am facing during remote 
learning are;  First -- my concern that not ALL students 
are getting the work assigned and getting the help they 
may need.  Second - 
Ensuring our 8th-grade 
students get a proper send 
off from HSC to honor their 
transitional year, just as our 
past 8th graders have had the 
opportunity to enjoy the last 
weeks of middle school.  I 
understand we are in a 
pandemic therefore, I want 
to make sure that we provide something that is 
appreciated by the students and parents. My best advice is, 
“We may encounter many defeats, but we must not be 
defeated” by the poet Maya Angelou.  Some of the things 
I do to take a break from school are going for a walk or 
riding my bike in my neighborhood.  I have done a lot of 
driving around Franklin to see areas that I have not been 
to since I was a teenager.  

Mrs. Hurd -- Vice Principal 
 Isolation is the biggest challenge for me – I 
consider myself an extrovert (an outgoing, 
overtly 
expressive 
person). 
Another 
challenge has 
been not being 
able to 
celebrate our 
daughter's 
college 
graduation and 
birthday. My advice for everyone is to try to not 
get overwhelmed.  Plan a daily routine with 
goals to help you map out your day and to feel 
accomplished at the end of the day. For fun, my 
favorite thing to do to take a break is to socialize 
with family and friends using Zoom Meet- Ups. 
I also enjoy watching Netflix. 

Mrs. Kelly -- Vice Principal 
I think one of the biggest 
challenges for me has been 
finding time to balance 
between work and home life 
since I am doing both in my 
house. I find myself wearing 
many hats such as mom, 
vice-principal, wife, chef, 
housekeeper, teacher, etc. It’s 
definitely a juggling act but I think I am getting better 
with each day. My advice? Take it one day at a time. 
Find what works for you to be productive and to be able 
to complete your assignments to the best of your ability. 
Take brain breaks… we all need them. Most importantly 
if you don’t understand something, that’s okay... but make 
sure you reach out to your teachers for help.  For fun, I 
like to go out for a run with my kids on their bikes while 
keeping our social distance of course.  I also enjoy 
spending time in my backyard playing soccer with my 
kids, painting decorative rocks, playing board games and 
watching a good movie.   

  

Student Council Remote Learning Survey - 
What are Students Doing at Home? 

By: Afia Asamoah  
Hey HSC! Our school’s Student Council posted a survey in the School Wide 
Announcements Google Classroom. The information we receive helps 
members of Student Council to see how we can get more involved to make 
remote learning a better experience. Here is some of the data from our 
responses.  
 

Extra Stats 
 

●  13 out of 16 students claim that remote learning has been easier than 
learning in school.  

 
● Students are keeping 

themselves motivated in  many ways. 
This includes listening to music while 
studying, exercising, making a 
schedule, etc. 

 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 

 

Have you heard the good news? -- NJQSAC Recognizes Franklin Schools 
Franklin Township School District has received statewide recognition. In a recent letter to staff from Franklin Schools Superintendent Dr. Ravally, it was 
announced that our school district has earned the honor of being named a “High Performing District” on the NJ Department of Education NJQSAC Continuum. 
The New Jersey Quality Single Accountability Continuum (NJQSAC) monitors and evaluates public school districts on five key components that have been 
identified to be key factors in effective school districts. These components are Instruction & Program, Fiscal, Governance, Operations, and Personnel.  
According to our district website, “As a result of the efforts and commitment of our District administrators, faculty and staff, Franklin Township Public 
Schools continue to show tremendous growth in so many ways.” 
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 Warrior Wisdom -- Words from the Wise...Advice from FMS Staff about Remote Learning 
By: Eliana Montas and Dhrumi Pandya 

 

Ms. Alaigh 

The biggest challenges I face are 
not being able to check in with all 
of my students on a daily basis, 
and also needing to depend on 
Google meets to hear from 
students.  One quote that may aid 
students during remote learning is, 
“The comeback is always stronger 

than the 
setback.” 
-unknown. 
Recently, 
I’ve started a 
book club 
with a few of 
my friends 
so we 
FaceTime 
weekly to 

discuss our opinions about the 
book. I also workout every 
morning before school starts 
which usually consists of a two 
mile run around the block. I am 
also getting a chance to watch 
some amazing movies and spend 
time with my family 

Ms. Langan 
The biggest challenge I face during remote 
learning is missing my students.  It is so hard 
to not see their faces and talk to them 
throughout the day, and although we are 
sometimes able to connect virtually, it isn’t 
the same as seeing them every day in school. 
I look forward to the day that we can all 
return to FMS! “After the rain, the sun will 
reappear.  There is life. 
After the pain, the joy 
will still be here.” – 
Walt Disney. To me this 
quote reminds us that 
we will get through this 
difficult time and that 
the people have the 
strength to push through 
the storm to find the sun 
on the other side. As a nice break from school 
I go for a walk every day (unless it’s 
raining!), I have been doing some 1000+ 
piece puzzles, and watching a lot of Netflix. 
But the most important thing that I do is to 
keep in touch with my family and friends – I 
spend a lot of time on the phone, FaceTime, 
Zoom, etc. to be sure that the people I care 
about are doing all right during this difficult 
time.  

Ms. Peters 
 My biggest challenge is not seeing our students 
and my colleagues face to face on a daily basis. I 

sincerely miss these daily 
interactions. Being 
removed from our physical 
school building, I miss the 
great programming which 
supports our students 
academically, socially and 
emotionally. Working 
remotely is stressful 

because you cannot physically see everyone. As 
students and families have challenges it’s not 
always an “easy fix” as we would typically be 
able to do more to troubleshoot and band 
together in person. Advice that I would give 
students is to try your best to take care of your 
emotional health and ensure you are doing your 
best to be accountable to your learning. “We are 
in this together”. For fun, I spend intentional 
time with my husband and sons. We enjoy daily 
reading times with stop, drop and read in the 
evenings to bring different books to life that we 
are all reading. We also write / journal about our 
readings. Family game nights, movie nights and 
bike riding has also been fun. With extended 
family and friends, I enjoy phone calls, virtual 
parties and social distancing walks.  

 Mr. Mitchell  
 
The biggest challenge that I am 
facing during remote learning is the 
inability to consistently 
communicate with all of the 
students, to support them 
academically, in the way that they 
need it, that remote learning just 
cannot account for. My second 

biggest challenge 
is the lack of 
socialization with 
all students in the 
school on a day to 
day basis. I miss 
them all. Use 
technology to your 
advantage, stay in 

consistent contact with your 
teachers, ask as many questions as 
they have, sign on to the Google 
Meets teachers are having -- we are 
here to help. I like to play with my 
daughter, read, watch sports 
(unfortunately there are none), and 
watch car/motorcycle restoration 
shows. 

 

Mr. Gerstner 
My biggest 
challenge is not 
seeing all of 
the students 
and teachers in 
person. I miss 
everyone! One 
piece of advice 
I have for students is besides doing 
school work, take this time of 
quarantine to learn about yourself 
more. It’s interesting what you can 
learn when you take the time to take 
care of yourself and reflect.  During 
my free time I enjoy doing creative 
things such as video editing and 
writing my own music and songs! 

Mr. Porter 
The biggest challenge for remote 

learning is not 
being able to 
talk to my 
students every 
day! My one 
piece of 
advice for 

students is to develop a routine every 
day to get on line, go to your 
teachers Google classroom pages, 
and get work done each day.  Don’t 
let the assignments pile up or you 
will feel overwhelmed. For fun, I 
like to go for a run every morning, 
take a bike ride every afternoon, and 
every day I make time to sing and 
play music for fun. 

Mr. Springsteen 

 My biggest challenge is developing 
assignments that 
are both interesting 
and educational, 
while making them 
doable without 
direct contact. One 
piece of advice I 

have for my students is to make a 
schedule.  Find something you enjoy 
doing (reading, chatting with friends, 
playing a game) and put it in a schedule 
for your day.  That helps give you 
something to look forward to and helps 
with a feeling of structure. For fun, I like 
shaving my head -- aside from that, 
playing video games and building an 
arcade. 

Ms. Lozano 
My biggest personal challenge is not being able 
to sit and eat with my 
family at the long dinner 
table and not being able 
to celebrate my sister’s 
graduation from TCNJ. 
One piece of advice I 
have is to please remember that this is only 
temporary and that we are quarantining to help 
our community. Take this time to help others -- 
you all have so many talents and brilliant ideas; 
put them to good use. For fun  I read every 
single day! My Kindle has been one of my 
greatest purchases. I’ve also been keeping fit 
and taking daily walks. I’ve been able to 
identify new birds and their sounds just by 
taking a walk. 

 

Mr. Villegas  
The biggest challenge I face during remote learning is 
engaging every student. It’s tough during this time 
because we don’t always know what our students are 
experiencing at home, how much access they have to 
technology, etc. One piece of advice I’d give to 
students during this time is to be proactive. Set up a 
schedule for yourself each day to prioritize what you want or need to get done, 
and designate a time for yourself. Just like teachers, it’s important for students 
to step away from the computer screen for a bit each day and do something they 
enjoy. I personally love to get outside whenever I can (while practicing Social 
Distancing of course!). I try to go for a run, get a bodyweight workout in, or just 
sit in the sun and read. This is an extremely trying time in our world, but we can 
really focus on bettering ourselves in any way that you see fit. We may never 
get a time like this ever again, so if at all possible, try to make the best of a 
tough situation by finding time for a new hobby or something that you love to 
do. 

Mrs. Reedy 
My biggest 
challenge 
during remote 
learning is not 
seeing and 
hugging my 
wonderful 
friends at 

school every day. My piece of 
advice for the students is to 
remember to keep your goals in 
mind! Keep working towards being 
the best version of yourself. Try to 
stay positive. To take a break from 
school, I enjoy exercising, sitting 
outside, reading, trying new recipes, 
and spending literal HOURS on 
Google Hangouts with my friends. 

Ms. Sanders  
My biggest challenge is 
finding ways to switch up my 
schedule and finding good 
literature to read. It’s a 
challenge because the Public 
Library is closed and I don’t 
prefer E-Books.  My advice is: With so much time 
on our hands, it is extremely crucial to take time 
to reconnect with loved ones and hobbies, perhaps 
from your youth. Take it one day at a time, but 
wake up EVERY morning with the thought that 
you will see, do, say, or experience something 
meaningful today. Many of my students know 
how much I LOVE my black coffee. So, every 
morning, I enjoy a hot cup of coffee, say a prayer 
of thanks and go for a jog. I am appreciating 
nature to the fullest right now.   
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Acts of Kindness All Around Us 
By: Lanise Chiles 

Even during these tough times there are people out there doing good, all 
around the globe. Spreading kindness is something we can all do.  It 
doesn’t have to cost money to spread goodwill.  Here are a few examples 
of intentional kindness during the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

● A local business right here in Franklin, called the Corner Café and 
Grill on Amwell Road has been working hard to help the 
community. During a two week timespan, the Corner Cafe has 
prepared and delivered over 1000 meals to local hospitals. Which 
is an amazing feat since the small business has been in decline ever 
since the pandemic started. Even so, the 
Corner team decided to shift their 
business to those who needed it most 
after FLAG of Somerset, a community 
group feeding frontline healthcare 
workers with meals from local 
businesses, contacted the Corner about 
making a donation to St. Peter’s 
Hospital. 
 

● A teenage boy in New York who has 
been struggling with a brain tumor has kind church members who 
although they cannot visit him, held a drive-by in which they had 
hundreds of cars drive past his house and honk their horns to show 
their support. 
 

● In Pennsylvania, a Vietnam war veteran who belongs to a group 
that meets for breakfast every Thursday morning at a local 
restaurant has been unable to attend recently, due to the outbreak. 
To continue to show their support for the restaurant and its 
employees his organization devised a way for everyone to donate 
tips that will be sent to the waitresses that usually take care of them 
on Thursday mornings. 

  DIY: Kind Coupons -- Low  Cost With Big Rewards 
By: Dhrumi Pandya 

While you are stuck at home, many people are not. They still go to work to 
make sure we are safe from this virus. We can all do something kind for others 
at this time of need. It takes only a few minutes to do a kind deed,  but a little 
kindness goes a long way. Coupon Books are fairly simple to make; they 
require lots of thought but not a lot of materials. 
This is a great, simple idea right now for family 
members, local workers (mail carriers, sanitation 
people, grocery clerks, restaurant workers, etc.) 
and even your neighbors. It's perfect to give  for 
holidays, birthdays, or for no special occasion at 
all.  If someone is still working , lonely neighbors, 
or even your siblings, this shows  a lot of 
appreciation and is sure to put a smile on someone’s face. Here's what you will 
need:  

■ 2 or more pieces of white paper 
■ scissors 
■ Glue/Tape/stapler/ (only one of these) 
■ marker/pens/ pencil/crayons 
■ Construction paper (optional) 

 
Here's how you make it:  
 

1. Take your white  paper and  fold it twice in quarters 
2. Now cut along the creases  
3. Do the same with 1 piece of construction paper  (you will only 

need 2 pieces) (optional) 
4. Glue/tape /staple the edges together (you should be left with a 

mini notebook) 
Now you can start writing and decorating 

Here are some ideas  for your coupons:  
❖ some services or chores: like washing the dishes , 

cleaning my room etc.   
❖ You can also do activities: game night, movie day etc. 
❖  Finally something cute: a hug, cuddle time, foot massage 

etc. 
   

 

 Stay Strong Warriors    
By: Lanise Chiles  

 

 

 Lemon Bars  
By: Eliana Montas and Ivy Pennyfeather 

Recipe from: delish.com 
 

Yields: 16 bars 
Total Time: 1 hr 30 min 

During quarantine, baking can be a fun and delicious hobby. 
Ingredients : 
 
FOR THE CRUST: 
💙 nonstick cooking spray 
💙 1 c.butter, room temperature and cubed 
💙 3/4 c.granulated sugar 
💙 2 1/2 c.all-purpose flour 
💙 1/4 c.powdered sugar, plus more for garnish 

 
FOR THE FILLING: 
2 c. sugar 
1/4 c. all-purpose flour 
6 eggs 
3/4 c. lemon juice 
Zest of one lemon and cut into small wedges, for garnish 

Directions: Preheat the oven to 350° and line a 9"-x-13" baking pan with parchment 
paper. Make the crust: In a large bowl using a hand mixer, cream together butter 
and sugar until light and fluffy, 2 to 3 minutes. Add flour and powdered sugar and 
beat until combined.Spread dough into the prepared baking pan and press to 
flatten. Bake until lightly golden, 18 to 20 minutes. Remove from the oven and let 
cool for 30 minutes. Make the filling:  In a large mixing bowl, whisk together sugar, 
flour, eggs, lemon juice, and lemon zest and mix until fully combined. Pour filling 
over the crust, return to the oven, and bake until firm, about 20 minutes.Remove 
from the oven and refrigerate, 3 to 4 hours. Slice and garnish with powdered 
sugar and lemon. 
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  PAGE 4 -- NEWS YOU CAN USE…  
 

  

 
 

  

FMS Yearbook - Order Yours Today! 
 
Why are you sitting at home 
remembering our 2019 -2020 
school year  when you can see 
it in full color? 
 

Go to yearbookforever.com To buy the FMS Yearbook 
https://yearbookforever.com/ 

 Don't Wait,  the deadline is -- June 5th 
 

The  cost is   $35  and the memories are priceless. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FMS@HSC STAFF MISSES YOU -- Check out the 
Video Link below…. 

 
We miss you HSC Students!.mp4 
 

 
 

 
PBSIS Virtual Expectations.mp4 

 

Murphy Newsflash -- Get ready to get outside...SLOWLY 
 
Gov. Phil Murphy signed an Executive Order 

allowing some additional outdoor recreational areas 

and businesses to restart their operations effective 

Friday, May 22 with social distancing guidelines in 

place.  

 

These include: beaches, lakes, batting cages, golf 

ranges, archery ranges, horseback riding, private 

tennis clubs, and community gardens. The governor 

said the state is opening up businesses in a way that 

“still provides maximum protection for residents."  

 
For ongoing, up-to-date information about the pandemic in New Jersey, use 
this link to the official state of NJ website: 
New Jersey Information Hub  
https://covid19.nj.gov/ 

The Real Warriors -- Staff 
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